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103 29 Street, Holmes Beach FL 34217
i 941-778-3519
beachlynn@angel-sealodge.com

April 16, 2025

To: Mr. James Thomas
Chief Code Compliance, City of Holme Beach
Re: Treehouse related fines and vacation rental certificates.

Dear Mr. Thomas,

| understand there is a process for applying to your department, the Mayor, and the City
Commissioners to waive or reduce the fines. We removed the treehouse in August 2024, just
before Hurricanes Helene and Milton. The hurricanes brought extra hardship. We shut down
our rental units for many months after the hurricanes. We cannot live in our house. We are
staying in one of our rental units while we borrow and use our retirement savings to repair
substantial damages. We are still looking for funds to restore our home.

There is not enough money to pay the hefty fine of over $300,000 imposed on us while we
went through the legal process to save our treehouse and protect our property rights. The
treehouse did not hurt anyone, and we did not commit a crime. Even criminals get free food,
housing, legal protection, and limited penalties. They can even get pardons and leniency.

Building a treehouse without a permit, approved by the building official, on land we own is not
a crime or the worst violation. Yet, the daily fine runs unlimited to prevent the exercise of our
legal rights to defend and protect. Worst, the fine becomes a reason to revoke our rental
certificates, a means to earn a living.

The hurricanes' hardship, the excessive treehouse-related fine, and the continued denial of our
rental certificates deter returning to everyday business and life as before. The penalties are
unpayable until we can sell or die. We have been residents and part of the local vacation rental
business for over 25 years. We wish to remain here for many more years, restore the property,
and contribute to the City.

The City has won the legal battle to have the treehouse removed. We lost our treehouse and
much more. We ask you and City leaders to consider waiving or reducing the fine so we can
start over and restore goodwill. We appreciate your consideration and guidance in this
application.
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Warm regards,
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Lynn Tran and Richard Hazen i’/
103 29th Street, Holmes Beach FL 34217

Cc: Commissioner Dan Diggins
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