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Overview

V Know your home

V Know your level

V Evacuation tips

V Prepare your home/hardening tips

V Sandbag/shelter locations

V 911 vs. 311



2025 Hurricane Season

It only takes 1





When does Hurricane Season Peak?





2024 Hurricanes



2025 All-
Hazard 
Disaster 
Planning 
Guides



A storm is coming…

what do I do?

Å Talk to your friends, family, and neighbors 

about hurricane preparedness.

Å Ask what you can do to help others.

Å Know when to ask for help for yourself.



Have a disaster kit!

ÅHave enough supplies, food, water, 

medicine, flashlights, batteries, and 

sanitary items to last at least a week,
preferred 10 – 14 days.

ÅWhat are other items that you might 

need in your disaster kit?



Have a Disaster Kit Ready

Stock up NOW!!!
ÅChange of clothes

ÅBedding supplies

ÅBooks, games

ÅCell phone chargers

ÅPersonal comfort items

ÅHave supplies to last at least a week

ÅTake prescription bottles

ÅCASH

ÅHand Sanitizer



DON’T WAIT!

STOCK UP EARLY ON SUPPLIES!



Important Documents

Keep copies of your important documents, such as:

ÅPersonal information

ÅRe-entry tag (if there is an evacuation order)

Å Insurance cards/phone numbers

ÅHome inventory including serial numbers for all appliances

ÅPhotographs of your belongings 

ÅScan copies of documents to the cloud or a thumb   drive.



Stay connected with 

Alerts and Warnings

u The National Weather Service issues weather 

notifications 24/7 directly to news media, weather 

radios, and reverse 911 systems.

u Have a Public Alert™ certified NOAA Weather 

Radio and battery backup to receive warnings.

u Register for Text-My Gov:

u To sign up, simply text HOLMESBEACH to 91896 and reply YES to confirm



Remember to Prepare for Children

o First Aid items, diapers, bottles, etc.

o Books and games.

o Comfort items:

Å Favorite blankets 

Å Stuffed animals

Å Kid-friendly foods and healthy snacks



Don’t forget your pets!
Have an emergency kits for them 

too!



WHY ARE EVACUATION ORDERS ISSUED???

Evacuations are called for two reasons:



#1  LIFE SAFETY



#2 RESCUES WON’T HAPPEN DURING 

THE STORM



{ǘŀȅ ŀǘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻǊ ŀ 
hotel outside of the evacuationarea.

Go to a location where there is no weather 
threat.

Roads and airports will be very busy. Leave 
as early as possible. 

Take your pet(s) with you! 

If you are ordered to evacuate:



After Hurricane Helene’s Storm Surge



After Hurricane Helene’s Storm Surge



After Hurricane Milton’s Winds



After Hurricane Milton’s Winds



Before evacuating your home, remember to:

V Remove all electric vehicles including cars, golf carts 

and e-bikes off island

V Turn off main electric breaker to your home

V Turn off all utilities in your home:

×Main water supply to your home

× Natural/propane gas 

V Remove all perishables items from your home:

× Damaged appliances must have ALL perishable food 

items removed before being placed at the curb for 

pickup

V Bring all outdoor items inside: 

× Patio/pool furniture

× Plants 



Non-Response of 

First Responders

ÅEMS and Fire 

ÅSustained winds of 45 

mph +

ÅLaw Enforcement 

ÅSustained winds of 55 

mph+ and/or high storm 

surge 











Shelters:

Refuge of Last Resort

ÅShould be a last resort!

ÅLocated in select public schools.

ÅYour closest shelter may not be the 

one that is open.

ÅBring ALL personal supplies, 

including a cot or mattress and 

bedding supplies.



Shelters in Manatee County

Å26 General Population Shelters

Å3 of which are Pet Friendly

Å2 Special Needs Shelters

ÅBoth Pet Friendly



Medical Special Needs Shelter

ÅOxygen-dependent patients

ÅElectricity-dependent patients

ÅAlzheimer’s/Dementia



Medical Special Needs Shelter

Å Client must be a Manatee County resident that 

is living independently (i.e., not a patient of a 

nursing home, rehab, or assisted living facility).

Å Transportation via bus to the medical special 

needs shelter.

Å Sign up, it’s free!

www.mymanatee.org/needs

http://www.mymanatee.org/needs


Evacuation Assistance

ÅPart of the Special Needs Program:

VTransportation via bus to a general 

shelter or pet-friendly shelter

VTransportation via bus to the 

medical special needs shelter

Å Sign up annually, it’s free!

Å Sign up EARLY – DON’T WAIT!



TextMyGov
VCity of Holmes Beach Text 

Message Updates



COHB Social Media 

VFacebook

VInstagram

VHolmesbeachfl.org



AlertManatee
VAlertManatee sends emergency 

notifications like:

ÅEvacuation Orders

ÅShelter Openings

ÅBoil Water Notices

ÅWeather Alerts

mymanatee.org/alertmanatee



KNOW WHEN TO CALL 3-1-1 DURING A HURRICANE

Your STORM PREPAREDNESS 

Headquarters

V Sandbag Locations

V Shelter Locations

V Evacuation Levels/Zones

V Special Needs

V Street Flooding

V Storm Damage:

Å Trees Down

Å Power Lines Down

www.mymanatee.org/311

http://www.mymanatee.org/311


After The Storm

Å The storm has passed but the 

danger is not over!

Å Most injuries and deaths are 

caused indirectly from the storm 

–– long after the storm has 

passed. 

Å The more you can prepare 

before the storm, the more 

comfortable you’ll be after the 

storm passes.



After the storm
ÁProlonged water and power outages 

can make life uncomfortable even if 

your home did not sustain damage

ÁGas stations and grocery stores may 

not be open for days after a storm

ÁCredit and debit cards can’t work 

without electricity and a phone line. 

(Always get cash before a storm.)

ÁCell and internet service may be out 



Thank You!

uQuestions?


